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“All things were created by him. He created everything in 
heaven and on earth. He created everything that can be 

seen and everything that can’t be seen. He created kings, 
powers, rulers and authorities. Everything was created by 

him and for him..” Colossians 1:16, 17
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Can We Really Trust the Bible Today?
By John Blake

There are many religions, 
philosophies and ideas in the 
world.  These claim to have 
answers to life’s greatest 
questions.  How can we 
know if there is one place we 
can go to get the real truth?  
Where did I come from?  
Why am I here?  What will 
happen to me after I die?

We all have to search 
for these answers!  For me, 
I believe the best answers 
are found in the Holy Bible!  
The Bible tells us how man 
got here on earth (Genesis 
1:26); why we are still here 
(2 Peter 3:9) and what will 

finally happen to the 
earth and everyone on 
it (Revelation 20-22).  I 
have never found any 
other explanation that 
makes as much sense 
to me.

I believe the Bible 
is not only a collection 
of 66 books written by 
over 40 writers over a 
period of 1,600 years.  
The Bible claims that 
God inspired those 
writers.  God put the 

thoughts into the minds of 
the writers.  The Bible says:  
2Ti 3:16 (ESV) “All Scripture 
is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness. 
. . .”

The Bible contains many 
prophecies (2 Peter 1:21).  
Some of the most amazing 
prophecies are found in 
both Daniel and Revelation 
(Daniel 2, 7 & 9). Many 
of the prophecies of the 
Bible are already fulfilled 
(came true).  This could 
not just be chance.  For me 
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prophecy is one of the most 
convincing arguments for the 
supernatural nature of the 
Bible.  God Himself speaks 
to us through the Bible 
writers.

The Bible is not simply 
the opinions or thoughts of 
men.  The Bible is what God 
influenced the authors to 
write (Hebrews 1:1).  This 
makes the Bible completely 
different from other books.  
We can trust the Bible as our 
main source of truth.  But, 
you may ask, how can you 
be so sure?

Either the Bible is what 
it claims to be, or it is a 
collection of lies.  Let us 
examine the Bible carefully 
to see whether it is God’s 
textbook of truth, or a clever 
book of deceit and lies. See 
2 Timothy 2:15.

What kind of life does 
the Bible encourage us to 
live?  The Bible asks us to 
do to other people as we 
would like them to do to us 
(Matthew 7:12).  The Bible 
asks us to show love and 
kindness to other people. 
The Bible even asks us 
to love our enemies and 
do them good, not harm 
(Matthew 5:44).

The Bible is not mainly 
a book of science or history.  
Archaeology again and 
again proves that the Bible 
is basically very accurate.  
Today, evolutionists 
interpret science that does 
not agree with the story of 
Creation in Genesis.  But, 
I believe there is no better 
explanation of how man and 
the universe were created.  
A kind and all-knowing 
Creator-God designed and 
made it all, just as the Bible 
says (Isaiah 48:18).  Do 
we have complete proof 
from science?  No, none 
of us were there to see the 
Creation.  It requires more 
faith to believe that the world 
was evolved after a big 
bang, than to believe in the 
creation story recorded in the 
Bible (Hebrews 11:3 & 6).

The Bible tells us exactly 
how sin began (Isaiah 14:12-
14).  Sin began in the heart 
of Lucifer who became the 
Devil.  Then, through the fall 
of Adam and Eve, sin came 
to our world. (Genesis 3:1-7)

The Bible tells us that 
God is working to save us 
through the death of His own 
son, Jesus Christ (Romans 
5:15-21).  Jesus’ death pays 
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the death penalty for us so 
we will be allowed to live for 
eternity.

The Bible gives us a 
beautiful balance between 
justice, love and mercy 
(Psalm 89:14; Exodus 
34:6,7). God will bring this 
world of sin to an end when 
Jesus comes again as Judge 
and King (Acts 17:31).  
People who accept Jesus 
into their lives and want to 
live by love, will be saved.  
People who have chosen the 
path of sin and selfishness 
would pollute heaven and 
cannot be saved.  The Bible 
says that sinners who do 
not repent will be burned 
up completely in a lake of 
fire at the end of this world 
(Revelation 20).

The Bible tells us that 
God then cleans up our earth 
and create the earth again 
the same as the beginning 
(Revelation 21:1). All the 
good people from every age 
will live in love and harmony 
for all eternity (Revelation 
21, 22). So, the Bible gives 
us the answers to where we 
came from, why we are still 
here, and what will happen 
to us, whether we are good 
or bad.

The Bible is like a 
casebook or textbook that 
explains what God has been 
doing to work with people 
and to try and persuade 
people to see that God is 
really love (Romans 5:7-
11). The Bible tells us about 
a great flood when people 
had become so wicked that 
God started people again 
with Noah and his family 
(Genesis 6-8).  God worked 
through many prophets and 
Bible writers to try and win 
people’s loyalty back to God 
from Satan (1 Corinthians 
2:7-9).

Is there real truth that 
we can know?  Yes, the 
Bible has that truth (1 
Thessalonians 2:13).  Read 
and study the Bible carefully 
for yourself (Jeremiah 29:13; 
John 5:39). The Bible not 
only makes sense, but as 
you surrender your life to 
Jesus, you find the greatest 
meaning and purpose to life. 
You can know for sure where 
you will spend eternity!  
Could anything be more 
important?
________________________
John Blake is a retired pastor who 
travels around the world promoting 
the ministry to the Deaf and he 
lives in Clive, Alberta, Canada. 
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My Ragged Old Bible
By Chester Budd

My ragged old Bible is falling apart
Its message appeals (interests) to my old sinful heart
From Moses and Daniel Joseph and Paul
The gift of salvation is held out by all.
Apostle and prophet and ancient sage (very old wise 
person)
All speak alike from each holy page:
Christ is the center (focus) wherever I look
In precept (teaching) and prophecy—all through the book.
Its message is timely (proper) for each generation—
For peasant (poor) and King of every nation
My hope is made brighter whenever I seek
To claim the rich promises made to the meek (humble).
My Bible is precious—it quiets my fears.
My Bible has marks (underlines) on its pages so thin
To help me find texts again and again
No other book can ever take its place
Of my ragged old Bible full of God’s grace.

* The word ragged is like a rag from worn-out clothes. Here are 
pictures of the old Bible that he used for over 40 years. You can 
see the tape he used to keep it working after it wore out. After so 
many years this Bible was his closest friend.
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Most Christians believe 
in the popular idea that 
the Old Testament God 
was demanding, quick 
to anger, and vindictive 
(revengeful) while the New 
Testament God as shown 
by Jesus Christ was loving, 
understanding, merciful, 
and compassionate.  For 
example, we read in the 
Bible about the rebellion at 
Kadesh-barnea (Numbers 
13). Israelites wandered two 
weeks after the Red Sea 
crossing. They finally arrived 
at the border of Canaan. 

They were “ready” for the 
crossing into the Promised 
Land.  God instructed 
Moses to send 12 spies to 
inspect the new land, and 
they returned with excellent 
reports that Canaan was 
really a land of milk and 
honey. But there was one 
problem with the land.  
Giants lived in the land. They 
appeared too strong for the 
people of Israel to conquer.  
But two spies, Joshua and 
Caleb, disagreed and they 
argued that the people of 
God should show more 

The Old Testament God and 
the New Testament God—Are They 

the Same?
By George L. Belser
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faith, because God was on 
their side.  But, the people 
became so discouraged that 
they decided to give up and 
not enter the Promised Land.  
God punished the people 
of Israel for their lack of 
faith. They were not allowed 
to come to the Promised 
Land for forty years in the 
wilderness until the whole 
generation of people who 
had crossed the Red Sea 
had died. Only Joshua and 
Caleb, the two spies were 
allowed to cross into the 
Promised Land because they 
had faith in God while the 
whole people rebelled. 

And the story does not 
end right there.  Some time 
later, people still complained 
and gossiped against 
God, and a leader named 
Korah decided to lead 
some people into an open 
rebellion against God and 
Moses (Numbers 16).  So 
God instructed Moses to 
call a meeting and ask the 
people to choose between 
God and Moses on one 
side and the leaders of the 
rebellion on the other side.  
After the people made their 
choices, the ground opened 
up, swallowed the rebellious 

people into a deep pit, and 
then closed up, burying them 
in one gigantic grave.  On the 
surface, this appears to be 
that the Old Testament God 
was cruel, but we need to 
remember that these people 
were stubborn and rebellious 
and had had the opportunity 
to repent.  However, they 
refused to do so.

Another apparent 
example of God’s vengeful 
acts is found in II Kings 
19:35 when the angel of the 
Lord wiped out an army of 
185,000 in one night.  We 
need to remember that these 
soldiers of Assyria would 
have murdered all of the 
people of  Judah’s good King 
Hezekiah the next morning.  
God had to act quickly 
to save His people from 
complete destruction.

The Bible makes it clear 
that the Old Testament God 
and the New Testament 
God are the same.  God 
Himself says in Malachi 3:6, 
KJV—“For I am the Lord, 
I change not.”  Hebrews 
13:8, KJV says the same 
principle—“Jesus Christ, 
the same yesterday, and to 
day, and for ever.”  We know 
from the Bible that the New 
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Testament God through the 
example of Jesus Christ 
(John 14:6-7, 9-11) is loving, 
compassionate, forgiving, 
and merciful. But there will 
come a time when He has 
to do His work of removing 
sin forever from the world 
(II Peter 3:9-13).  This is 
why Isaiah calls this kind 
of work God’s strange act.  
See Isaiah 28:21, KJV—“For 
the Lord shall rise up as in 
mount Perazim, he shall be 
wroth [angry], as in the valley 
of Gibeon, that he may do 
his work, his strange work; 
and bring to pass his act, 
his strange act.”  And the 
Bible also promises us that 
because of God’s “strange” 
act, sin definitely will not 
appear again.  There always 
will be peace and happiness 
in our new home.  “What do 
ye [you] imagine against the 
Lord?  He will make an utter 
[full] end; affliction [sin and 
suffering] shall not rise up 
the second time” (Nahum 
1:9, KJV).

There is one more 
question we need to deal 
with—what about the “once 
saved, always saved” 
teaching, which is very 
popular among Christians 

today?  Yes, we have the 
assurance when we believe 
in Jesus Christ as our 
Savior.  Romans 8:1-4 says, 
“There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which 
are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit.  For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
hath made me free from the 
law of sin and death.  For 
what the law could not do, 
in that the righteousness of 
the law might be fulfilled in 
us, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit.” (I 
quoted it) “Therefore, there 
is now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ 
Jesus, because through 
Christ Jesus the law of the 
Spirit of life set me free from 
the law of sin and death. For 
what the law was powerless 
to do in that it was weakened 
by the sinful nature, God did 
by sending his own Son in 
the likeness of sinful man to 
be a sin offering. And so he 
condemned sin in sinful man, 

in order that the righteous 
requirements of the law 
might be fully met in us, who 
do not live according to the 
sinful nature but according to 
the Spirit” (NIV). 
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Our salvation is 
depending on full belief in, 
and acceptance of, Christ 
as Savior.  But Jesus still 
expects us to return His love 
by obeying His will.  Didn’t 
Jesus say, “If you love me, 
keep my commandments” 
(John 14:15, KJV)?  Would 
it make sense for a person 
to say, “I am always saved 
because I believe in Jesus 
as my Savior,” and keep on 
breaking the Law of God 
by continuing to steal or 
to murder people?  John 
makes this clear when he 
says, He who says, “I know 
Him,” and does not keep 
His commandments, is a 
liar, and the truth is not 
in him” (I John 2:4, NIV).  
Jesus Himself emphasizes 
how He feels about the Ten 
Commandments.  He says, 
“Do not think that I have 
come to abolish the Law 
or the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but to 
fulfill them (“to develop the 
full potentialities,” Webster 
New Collegiate Dictionary). 
I tell you the truth, until 
heaven and earth disappear, 
not the smallest letter, not 
the least stroke of a pen, 
will by any means disappear 

from the Law until everything 
is accomplished. Anyone 
who breaks one of the least 
of these commandments 
and teaches others to do 
the same will be called least 
in the kingdom of heaven, 
but whoever practises 
[practices] and teaches these 
commands will be called 
great in the kingdom of 
heaven” (Matthew 5:17-19, 
NIV).

In closing God offers to 
all Christians who believe 
in Him and obey His will 
thoroughly the blessed hope 
of the glorious appearing 
(coming) of our great God 
and Jesus Christ, our Savior, 
to gather His people home 
to heaven where there is 
no more sin and suffering 
to bother us and where 
there will be all peace and 
happiness with our ever-
loving God, who loves us all 
and wants us to love back 
Him.  Wouldn’t you like to be 
among these people waiting 
to go home with Jesus to 
heaven?  I would!
________________________
George Belser is a retired Deaf 
pastor who lives in Mesa, AZ. 
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Why should we seek the wealth this old world offers,
Its tinsel and its gilt that catch the eye?

There is no gold within its stately coffers
Compared to that which waits beyond the sky.

For yonder there, has gone our Lord and Savior,
And we believe His promise still is true:

“I’ll go and build for you a glorious mansion,
And then I’ll come back to this earth for you.”

No palace built by men in bygone ages
Can match the grandeur of that home above.

Whose glories are writ down in sacred pages
That tell the story of our Savior’s love

Yet all the splendors of God’s golden city
Are but a setting for His priceless jewels.

His ransomed saints are heaven’s richest treasure,
Thought garnered from among earth’s knaves and        

fools.

Through Christ’s atoning grace their names are written
In blood He shed for all on Calvary.

And though our sins were great, they’re all forgiven
As those of any soul can also be.

We must with joy share what our Lord has given,
His gospel, that received, sets sinners free.

Prayer

Lord, kindle in our souls a living fire, 
A vision of the harvest that shall be,

And stir in us a zeal that will not tire,
Until the glory of Thy face we see.

Celestial Treasure
By Arthur W. Griffith

Arthur W. Griffith, now deceased, was a long-time Deaf pastor 
and a prolific writer.
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When you face problems, 
they may beat you or may 
make you be more mature, 
depending on how you 
respond to them. Sadly, most 
people fail to see how God 
allows problems for their own 
good. Romans 8:28 says, 
“We know that in everything 
God works for good with who 
love God, who are called 
according to his purpose.” 

RSV. People act foolishly 
and feel bitter about their 
problems rather than waiting 
to think what benefits these 
problems might bring. There 
are 5 reasons God allows us 
to have problems:

1. God uses problems to 
DIRECT (lead) you.

Sometimes God must 
encourage a fire under 

Why God Permits Problems to 
Happen to Us?



11

you to get you moving or 
get going. Problems often 
point us in a new way and 
push us to change. Is God 
trying to get your attention? 
“Sometimes it takes a painful 
situation to make us change 
our ways” (Proverbs 20:30). 
Many of us do not like it, but 
God has a better way for us. 
Trust in God, for He knows 
everything about you. 

2. God uses problems to 
INSPECT (check on or 
examine) you.

People are like tea bags. 
If you are curious to know 
what’s inside them, just drop 
them into hot water! If God 
has tested your faith with 
a problem, what does the 
problem show about you? 
“When you have many kinds 
of troubles or problems, you 
should be full of joy, because 
you know that these troubles 
test your faith, and this will 
give you more patience 
to go through without any 
fuss or being grumpy about 
them” (James1:2, 3). The 
Lord knows that problems 
teach us to depend on God 
more. Let us pray more 
often instead of focusing on 
ourselves all the time.

3. God uses problems to 
CORRECT (discipline) you. 

Some lessons we learn 
only through pain and 
failure. There is no doubt 
that as a child your parents 
told you not to touch a 
hot stove. But you maybe 
learned by being burned. 
Sometimes we learn the 
value of something—health, 
money, a relationship—by 
losing it. “It is good for me 
that I was humbled, so that 
I might learn your statutes. 
The law of your mouth is 
better to me than thousands 
of gold and silver pieces” 
(Psalms 119:71, 72, NRSV). 
In other words it might be the 
best thing that could have 
happened to you, for it taught 
you and me to pay more 
attention to the principles of 
life. Simply following God’s 
path is being on the safe 
side.

4. God uses problems to 
PROTECT you.

A problem can be a 
blessing in disguise (hidden 
way). It may prevent you 
from being harmed by 
something more serious. A 
friend was fired for refusing 
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to do something unethical 
that his boss had asked him 
to do. His unemployment 
was a problem, but it saved 
him from being guilty of a 
criminal offense and sent 
to prison because a year 
later management’s action 
were finally found out. “You 
intended to harm me, but 
God intended it for good 
to accomplish what is now 
being done—the saving of 
many lives” (Genesis 50:20, 
NIV). Trust God! He knows 
what He is doing for you. It 
is tough for us, but often we 
tend to do more harm than 
good. Trusting God is the 
best way.

5. God uses problems 
to PERFECT (make you 
spotless) you. 

When we face problems 
in the right way, our 
characters grow. God is 
more interested in our 
characters than your comfort. 
Your relationship with God 
and your character are the 
only two things that are with 
you forever. That is very 
important to keep in mind. 
We can rejoice when we 
get into problems; they help 
us learn to be more patient. 

They help us develop 
strength of character. That 
experience helps us to trust 
God more each time we face 
problems. Our hope, faith 
and trust in God will be our 
continual support. “Not only 
so, but we also rejoice in 
our sufferings, because we 
know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, 
character; and character, 
hope” (Romans 5:3, 4, NIV).

These are five ways that 
God works in your life even 
when you do not recognize 
them or understand them. 
But it is easy to face 
problems and realize 
they are valuable when 
you cooperate with Him. 
“Success can be measured, 
not only in achievements, 
but in lessons learned, 
lives touched and moments 
shared along the way.” And 
remember God will never 
leave or forsake you. He 
is near you all the time 
when you face problems. 
Remember Job! Let us be 
faithful. God be with you 
always; be sure to pray 
continually.
_______________________
Submitted by Francisca Trexler
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A new study from Tufts 
University in Boston says 
that people who eat too 
much white bread have 
larger waistlines than their 
friends who eat whole grains.

The Associated Press 
reports that plushy white 
bread goes straight to your 
belly and then hangs out 
as belly fat. White bread 
is a larger cause (reason) 
of a bulging waistline than 
alcohol, sweets, or meat and 
potatoes.

Katherine Tucker  says: 
“Waist size was very much 
related with this high-refined-
grains pattern.” Katherine 
is a lead study author who 
is an associate professor of 
nutritional epidemiology at 
Tufts.

Tucker’s team examined 
459 healthy, middle-
age people in Baltimore, 
Maryland who had different 
kind of eating habits. They 

examined five different diets 
where one type of food was 
most important: healthy food, 
white bread, alcohol, sweets, 
or meat and potatoes. The 
people who ate the most 
white bread were also the 
fattest.

The Tufts researchers 
found that calories from 
refined grains increase the 
waistline. At the end of the 
study, people who ate white 
bread had gained their 
waistline three times more 
than people who ate whole 
grains.

This is serious stuff. 
People who have bigger 
waists have a higher risk of 
heart disease than those 
who weigh the same but 
don’t carry the extra weight 
around the belly.

The study findings were 
published in the American 
Journal of Clinical Nutrition.

The Number 1 Food That Leads to 
Big Bellies
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A Year After Retirement What Now?
By Alberta Blake

What has happened this 
past year?  Was it a good 
year?   I hope this past year 
went well for you.  Maybe 
you are not retired yet, but 
you can begin to think about 
your health now.  Think of 
what you can do to make 
your retirement years the 
best and healthiest years of 
your life.  

Once retirement has 
come a person realizes that 
life may not be the same 
again.  A person has more 
time to travel around.  You 
may have time to fulfill the 
dreams you have dreamed 
during your working years.  
Maybe you can’t take the 
long trips you have wanted 
to go on.  If you have close 
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Alberta Blake is a writer who is 
interested in health and resides in 
Clive, Alberta, Canada.

friends that can make the 
trip with you then you could 
share costs together and 
help a dream come true. 

If you can’t afford a long 
trip, you may have to dream 
some new dreams.  Maybe 
you can travel around your 
state, your province or just 
around your county.  There 
are a lot of interesting places 
and things that you can visit 
that are more local and are 
still very enjoyable.  Begin to 
save for that one large trip 
that you would like to make.  
It may take several years to 
accomplish that dream but 
don’t stop dreaming.  

Life is not meant just for 
travelling around.  There are 
other things a person can do 
too.  For example a person 
can volunteer their time and 
talents in some church or 
community activities.  If you 
are good at construction then 
volunteer to help with a build-
ing project in this country or 
another country and do some 
travelling that way.  If you are 
a good cook then volunteer 
to cook for a group planning 
to do a special project in a 
special location.  When you 
are helping others you really 
are helping yourself.

You can plan to visit other 
deaf in these areas and learn 
how they live.  What chal-
lenges do they face?  What 
blessings are you thankful 
for after seeing the struggles 
that Deaf have in other coun-
tries.  Is there something 
that you can do to help these 
Deaf people when you come 
back home?  

Most of all don’t forget 
to make God # 1 in your 
life.  With His help a person 
can enjoy life to the fullest 
by being a blessing to other 
people.  Always remember 
the golden rule–Do to others 
what you would like others to 
do to you.  Be kind, be loving 
and be happy.  You will be 
content in whatever situa-
tion you find yourself facing.  
Laugh and love and live life 
to the fullest.  The second 
year of your retirement may 
be the best year ever.
_______________________
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Vegetarian Recipe

Garden Pizza

1 9 oz can of refrigerated crescent rolls
8 oz cream cheese, softened
1/3 cup of mayonnaise
1 teaspoon dried dill weed
1 teaspoon minced onion
2 cups finely chopped raw vegetables (cauliflower, green bell 
pepper, celery and broccoli)
1/2 cup chopped green onions
1/2 cup shredded carrot

Spread crescent rolls on 12-inch round, ungreased pizza 
pan, pressing all seams together. Bake at 400 degrees for 
10 minutes. Cool.

Blend cream cheese, mayonnaise, dill and minced onion 
until smooth. Spread on baked, cooled crust.

Mix together raw vegetables and sprinkle over cream cheese 
mixture. Top with green onions and shredded carrots. Lightly 
press into top. Chill until served. Cut into squares. 10-12 
servings

* Use any fresh vegetables combination you like. A fun 
change of pace from vegetable dips.
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“All things were created by him. He created everything in 
heaven and on earth. He created everything that can be 

seen and everything that can’t be seen. He created kings, 
powers, rulers and authorities. Everything was created by 

him and for him..” Colossians 1:16, 17
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