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“He was treated badly and made to suffer. But he didn’t open his 
mouth. He was led away like a lamb to be killed. Sheep are silent 
while their wool is being cut off. In the same way, he didn’t open 
his mouth. He was arrested and sentenced to death. Then he was 
taken away. He was cut off from this life. He was punished for the 
sins of my people” (Isaiah 53:7, 8). 

TDM-Cover-1602.indd   1 3/15/16   5:31 PM



If you live in the USA, you can take our FREE God’s Way Bible 
correspondence course by mail or online. If you live outside of the USA, 
you can take our FREE God’s Way Bible course online: 

www.DeafBibleSchool.com

Send to:  Deaf Bible School
  PO Box 1946
  Greenbelt, MD 20768-1946

Yes, I live in the USA.                                I am deaf:   Yes           No

Name  ____________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________ 

City ______________________ State _______ Zip Code ____________ 

Please allow 1-2 weeks for your first lesson to come.

The Messianic Prophecies in the Old Testament 1

The Armor of God 6

A Knowledge of God 9

What Is Virtue? 15

Cover Image: SermonView

Three Angels Deaf Ministries
P.O. Box 1946
Greenbelt, MD 20768-1946
VP/Voice: 301-850-0542 
Fax: 866-986-2122
E-mail: 
3adm@3angelsdeafministries.org
Editor: David M. Trexler
Consulting Editor: George Belser

Unless otherwise noted, Bible 
verses are from the New 
International Reader’s Version 
(NIrV)—Copyright 1995 by 
International Bible Society. Used 
by permission of Zondervan 
Publishing House. All rights 
reserved.

The purpose of this magazine is to 
inform the deaf reader about such 
topics as practical Christian living; basic 
Bible truths; and what the past, present, 
and future historical events mean to 
each of us. This magazine attempts 
to cover spiritual, mental, and physical 
aspects in its articles and columns.

For Change of Address:
Monday through Thursday

Voice/VP:  301-850-0542
Fax: 866-986-2122
Email: 3adm@3angelsdeafministries.org
Web: www.3angelsdeafministries.org

The Deaf Messenger magazine is published by:

Free Bible Course for Deaf People
God’s Way is a 24-lesson Bible study course for Deaf people.

God’s Way answers 
such questions as:

• Who is God?

• Does God love me?

• Where did our Bible come
from?

• Why do I have trouble?

• Does God hear my prayers?

• Who are the angels?

• Where do I go when I die?

• Is Jesus coming soon?

Spring  2016             Volume 16  Issue 2

Now, we have a course 
in Spanish! Please 
choose which language.

ENGLISH

SPANISH

TDM-Cover-1602.indd   2 3/15/16   5:31 PM



1

The Messianic Prophecies in 
the Old Testament

By David M. Trexler
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 The Bible has many 
predictions or prophecies 
about what God would do for 
His people and what would 
happen in the future based 
on the battle between Christ 
and Satan. God knows the 
end from the beginning. 
God wants us to know the 
prophecies that give us hope 
and encouragement when 
things happen. He doesn’t 
always give the prophecies 
of good news, but He allows 
us to see the bad things to 
happen so we would not 
be afraid. Here is a good 
verse of what God would 
do before things to happen. 
Amos 3:7 says: “The Lord 

and King never does anything 
without telling his servants 
the prophets about it.” That 
shows God always wants to 
communicate with His people 
about His plan of salvation, 
Messiah, judgment, warnings, 
etc. 
 According to J. Barton 
Payne’s Encyclopedia of 
Biblical Prophecy there 
are 1,239 prophecies in 
the Old Testament and 
578 prophecies in the New 
Testament, for a total of 1,817. 
These come from 8,352 
verses. How many prophecies 
about Jesus Christ in the Old 
Testament? We don’t have 
the exact number but some 
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counted 351, while another 
claimed 315. So, we could 
say that there are at least 300 
Messianic prophecies in the 
Old Testament. That is about 
over ¼ of the Old Testament 
prophecies. Clearly, this 
shows that Messianic 
prophecies are very important! 
We need to know who He is 
and what He would do for us. 
 We cannot give you all of 
the Messianic prophecies and 
fulfillments because of limited 
space. So here are a few 
prophecies relating to Christ. 
Remember some of the 
prophecies were given more 
than a thousand years before 
the fulfillment through Christ’s 
life on earth. 
 Moses wrote about 
Christ—Deuteronomy 18:15, 
NKJV—“The Lord your God 
will raise up for you a Prophet 
like me from your midst, from 
your brethren. Him you shall 
hear, . . .” 
 Peter talked about Christ 
when he mentioned the 
prophecy given by Moses. 
Acts 3:22-24, NKJV—“For 
Moses truly said to the 
fathers, ‘The Lord your God 
will raise up for you a Prophet 
like me from your brethren. 
Him you shall hear in all 
things, whatever He says 
to you. And it shall be that 

every soul who will not hear 
that Prophet shall be utterly 
destroyed from among the 
people.’  Yes, and all the 
prophets, from Samuel and 
those who follow, as many 
as have spoken, have also 
foretold these days.” 
 Isaiah foretold the birth 
of Christ by a virgin. Isaiah 
7:14, NKJV—“Therefore the 
Lord Himself will give you a 
sign: Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son, and 
shall call His name Immanuel.” 
The following text shows 
the fulfillment of Isaiah 7:14. 
Matthew 1:22, 23, NKJV—“So 
all this was done that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken 
by the Lord through the 
prophet, saying: ‘Behold, the 
virgin shall be with child, and 
bear a Son, and they shall call 
His name Immanuel,’ which is 
translated, “God with us.” ’ ”
 Micah the prophet said 
that Messiah would be born 
at Bethlehem. Micah 5:2, 
NKJV—“But you, Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, Though you are 
little among the thousands of 
Judah, Yet out of you shall 
come forth to Me The One 
to be Ruler in Israel, Whose 
goings forth are from of 
old, From everlasting.” Five 
hundred years later Jesus was 
actually born in Bethlehem 
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instead of Nazareth as 
prophesied in Micah. Jesus’ 
parents originally lived in 
Nazareth when Mary was 
pregnant with Jesus before 
they were forced to go to 
Bethlehem for tax registration. 
It was one of the amazing 
prophecies!
 Isaiah again told that 
someone would prepare 
the way for the Lord. Isaiah 
40:3, NKJV—“The voice of 
one crying in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord; 
Make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.” Then 
many years later disciple 
John wrote: “Now this is the 
testimony of John, when the 
Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, 
‘Who are you?’ . . . “He said: 
‘I [John the Baptist] am “The 
voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: Make straight 
the way of the Lord,” ‘as the 
prophet Isaiah said’ ” (John 
1:19, 23, NKJV).
 Isaiah who was called the 
Messianic prophet declared: 
“The Spirit of the Lord and 
King is on me. The Lord has 
anointed me to announce 
good news to poor people. He 
has sent me to comfort those 
whose hearts have been 
broken. He has sent me to 
announce freedom for those 

who have been captured. He 
wants me to set prisoners free 
from their dark cells” (Isaiah 
61:1). A Gentile follower of 
Jesus, Luke, wrote about the 
fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy. 
“Jesus went to Nazareth, 
where he had been brought 
up. On the Sabbath day he 
went into the synagogue as 
he usually did. He stood up to 
read. And the scroll of Isaiah 
the prophet was handed to 
him. Jesus unrolled it and 
found the right place. There 
it is written, “The Spirit of 
the Lord is on me. He has 
anointed me to announce the 
good news to poor people. 
He has sent me to announce 
freedom for prisoners. He has 
sent me so that the blind will 
see again. He wants me to 
set free those who are treated 
badly. . . . Then Jesus rolled 
up the scroll. He gave it back 
to the attendant and sat down. 
The eyes of everyone in the 
synagogue were staring at 
him. He began by saying to 
them, “Today this passage 
of Scripture is coming true 
[fulfilled] as you listen” (Luke 
4:16-21). 
 Isaiah showed how people 
rejected the Messiah. “People 
looked down on him. They 
didn’t accept him. He knew 
all about pain and suffering. 
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He was like someone people 
turn their faces away from. We 
looked down on him. We didn’t 
have any respect for him” 
(Isaiah 53:3). Now disciple 
John’s word shows the 
fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy. 
John 1:10, 11—“The Word 
[Jesus] was in the world. And 
the world was made through 
him. But the world did not 
recognize him. He came to 
what was his own. But his own 
people did not accept him.”
 There are several 
prophecies about Jesus’ 
trial, crucifixion, burial and 
resurrection. 
 1. Isaiah’s definition of the 
Messiah’s humble behavior 
toward those who treated Him 
badly at the trial. “He was 
treated badly and made to 
suffer. But he didn’t open his 
mouth. He was led away like 
a lamb to be killed. Sheep are 
silent while their wool is being 
cut off. In the same way, he 
didn’t open his mouth” (Isaiah 
53:7). Matthew told of the 
story about the trial that shows 
the fulfillment of Isaiah’s 
prophecy. “Then Pilate asked 
him, “Don’t you hear the 
charges they are bringing 
against you?” But Jesus made 
no reply, not even to a single 
charge. The governor was 
really amazed” 

(Matthew 27:13, 14). 
 2. King David’s prophecy 
of the Messiah’s clothes. 
“They divide My garments 
among them, And for My 
clothing they cast lots” 
(Psalm 22:18, NKJV). Here is 
Matthew’s story that fulfilled 
David’s prophecy. “Then they 
crucified Him, and divided His 
garments, casting lots, that it 
might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the prophet: “They 
divided My garments among 
them, And for My clothing they 
cast lots” (Matthew 27:35, 
NKJV). 
 3. Here is another 
prophecy about the Messiah’s 
suffering on the cross. Psalm 
69:21, NKJV—“They also 
gave me gall for my food, And 
for my thirst they gave me 
vinegar to drink.” What did 
happened when Jesus was 
on the cross? “They gave Him 
sour wine mingled with gall 
to drink. But when He had 
tasted it, He would not drink” 
(Matthew 27:34, NKJV). 
 4. With whom did the 
prophet Isaiah say Christ 
would make His grave? 
“And they made His grave 
with the wicked—But with 
the rich at His death” (Isaiah 
53:9, NKJV). Matthew told 
about two other persons who 
were crucified with Jesus. 
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Matthew 27:38, NKJV—“Then 
two robbers were crucified 
with Him, one on the right 
and another on the left.” 
Was the last part of Isaiah 
53:9—“But with the rich at 
His death” fulfilled? Yes, see 
Matthew 27:57-60—“Now 
when evening had come, 
there came a rich man from 
Arimathea, named Joseph, 
who himself had also become 
a disciple of Jesus. This man 
went to Pilate and asked 
for the body of Jesus. Then 
Pilate commanded the body 
to be given to him. When 
Joseph had taken the body, 
he wrapped it in a clean linen 
cloth, and laid it in his new 
tomb which he had hewn out 
of the rock; . . .”
 5. Did Jesus stay in the 
grave forever? No, here 
is the prophecy of Christ’s 
burial and resurrection. “For 
You will not leave my soul in 
Sheol [grave], Nor will You 
allow Your Holy One to see 
corruption [decay]” (Psalm 
16:10, NKJV). Mark told of 
one of the greatest of all of 
Messianic prophecies found 
in Mark 16:4-6, NKJV—“But 
when they looked up, they 
saw that the stone had been 
rolled away—for it was very 
large. And entering the tomb, 
they saw a young man clothed 

in a long white robe sitting on 
the right side; and they were 
alarmed. But he said to them, 
“Do not be alarmed. You seek 
Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He is risen! He is 
not here. See the place where 
they laid Him.”
 Now, we know for sure that 
the Bible is trustworthy and 
true because of the fulfillment 
of the Messianic prophecies. 
Jesus Christ is the true 
Messiah as prophesied in 
the Old Testament that was 
fulfilled in the life of Jesus 
Christ. Praise the Lord! We 
know that Jesus will come 
again soon because He said 
so and His words will come 
true as fulfilled when He 
returns back to earth to take 
us to heaven. “Do not let 
your hearts be troubled. You 
believe in God. Believe in me 
also. There are many rooms 
in my Father’s house. If this 
were not true, would I have 
told you that I am going there? 
Would I have told you that I 
would prepare a place for you 
there? If I go and do that, I 
will come back. And I will take 
you to be with me. Then you 
will also be where I am” (John 
14:1-3).
 Will you be there when 
Jesus comes back again? 
Please do!
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The Armor of God
By Boyd Garner
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 I’m sure most of you 
are familiar with the “Armor 
of God” which is in Paul’s 
letter to Ephesians.  The 
specific verses are found in 
Ephesians 6:11-18.  Have 
you ever wondered how 
certain pieces of armor are 
connected to something 
spiritually?
 Ephesians 6:11-13 
explains the purpose of 
wearing the whole armor of 
God. It is to guard against 
the “wiles of devil” and 
“withstand in the evil day” 
(NKJV).  The first two pieces 
of armor are found in the 
fourteenth verse—the belt 
of truth and the breastplate 

of righteousness.  There are 
six pieces of armor (a pair of 
shoes counts as one), and 
they are symbolical—not to 
be taken literally.  Paul used 
the Roman military armor as 
a symbol of how a person 
can walk in Christ against our 
spiritual enemies.

The Belt of Truth
 The first armor piece is 
the belt of truth.  What is 
truth?  More importantly, who 
is the Truth?  Jesus Christ 
Himself as He says in my 
personal favorite verse, John 
14:6: “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life.”  Once we know 
Truth, we need to hold fast 

TDM-Inside-1602.indd   6 3/15/16   5:06 PM



7

The Value of Having a Healthy, 
Prayerful Life

By Francisca Trexler

to Him.  What happens when 
we forget about Jesus?  We 
will fall in the same way as if 
we are wearing loose pants 
without a belt to hold them.  
We need Jesus so we would 
avoid falling into darkness of 
despair and hopelessness.

The Breastplate of 
Righteousness
 The next piece is the 
breastplate of righteousness.  
We know for the fact that 
the breastplate protects 
us from any harm done 
to our body, like a 
bulletproof vest for police 
officers, but how does that 
connect to righteousness?  
Righteousness is an act 
and/or attitude of doing or 
thinking of something right 
to other people and God 
(Isaiah 1:17).  As long as we 
practice righteousness, the 
breastplate will protect us 
from the bullets of wrongful 
actions or thoughts.

The Shoes of Preparation 
for the Gospel of Peace
 This may be the most 
interesting piece of armor 
because it has two spiritual 
things: gospel and peace.  
Why do we wear shoes?  
Isn’t there an obvious answer 

to that question?  To walk on 
rough pavements, of course!  
We need good shoes in 
order to walk in Christ.  Good 
shoes mean having the right 
attitude.  A true Christian 
would be prepared to spread 
Good News (Gospel of 
Jesus) and be in peace with 
Christ.  We need peace 
to bring “glad tidings” and 
the gospel brings peaceful 
messages.  Both work 
together, like a complete pair 
of shoes for each foot.  “For 
we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that 
we should walk in them” 
(Ephesians 2:10).

The Shield of Faith
 Ephesians 6:16, NCV, 
points out: “And also use 
the shield of faith with which 
you can stop all the burning 
arrows of the Evil One.”  This 
verse is clear that we need 
to shield our faith in Christ 
and resist those “fiery darts” 
that would cause us to lose 
our faith in Him.  Having 
faith protects us from being 
fooled by worldly things that 
separate us from God.
The Helmet of Salvation
 It is true that we receive 
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Jeffrey Jordan is a Deaf pastor 
who lives in Cleveland, TN.

salvation by accepting Jesus 
into our heart, but why a 
helmet for salvation?  When 
a person says that he has 
accepted Jesus into his heart 
he actually accepts Him into 
our mind.  Heart represents 
our mind.  We need to have 
Jesus Christ in our mind/
heart and believe that He is 
the only source of salvation 
(Philippians 2:5).  Also, Jesus 
is the head of the church 
(Colossians 1:18).

The Sword of Spirit
 There is a perfect verse 
for this spiritual piece that 
is found in Hebrews 4:12: 
“The word of God is alive 
and active. It is sharper 
than any sword that has two 
edges. It cuts deep enough 
to separate soul from spirit. 
It can separate bones from 
joints. It judges the thoughts 
and purposes of the heart.”  
A sword can be either used 
as something to attack or 
defend something with.  What 
is the word of God?  The Holy 
Bible.  Who guided people’s 
writings in the Book?  The 
Holy Spirit.  We need to be 
sure that we are speaking 
God’s Word through the Holy 
Spirit.  Jesus used the sword 
three times to defeat devil’s 

temptations during his forty 
days of fasting and praying 
by using the words: “It is 
written…”

Pray in the Spirit
 It is very important to 
remember that we must pray 
when we have the armor of 
God. Here is about prayer: 
“Praying always with all 
prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, being watchful to this 
end with all perseverance 
and supplication for all the 
saints” (Ephesians 6:18). 
What is the most basic and 
important thing we need to 
do while battling for Christ?  
We pray!  It is the important 
part of our daily walk with 
Christ.  We need to pray for 
those spiritual armors in order 
to stand fast and strong with 
Jesus and be as righteous 
as He is.  Let us not forget 
to pray for the armor of God 
everyday!
 “Be sober, be vigilant; 
because your adversary 
the devil walks about like a 
roaring lion, seeking whom 
he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8).

Boyd Garner is a Deaf ASL 
Instructor who lives in Vancouver, 
WA.
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A Knowledge of God
By Ellen G. White

 God has many ways to 
teach us about Himself [God] 
and bring us into a close 
relationship with Himself.  
Nature tells us about God. 
The person willing to accept 
God will see God’s love and 
glory in nature. If we listen 
carefully, we will hear and 
understand the lessons God 
tells us through nature.
 The green fields, tall 
trees, flowering plants, 
moving clouds, rain, streams 
of water, and the sun, moon, 

and stars speak to us.  The 
things of nature invite us to 
know the God who made all 
nature.
 Jesus used nature as a 
lesson book to teach truth 
when He was on earth.  The 
trees, birds, flowers of the 
valley, hills, lakes, and the 
beautiful heavens [sun, 
moon, stars, sky] help people 
remember God’s lessons of 
truth.  Things that happen 
every day also help people 
remember God’s lessons of 
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truth. While people are busy 
working, they can see nature 
and remember the lessons 
Jesus taught.
 God wants us to enjoy 
the things He has made.  He 
wants us to enjoy the simple, 
quiet beauty of our earth. 
God loves the beautiful 
things we can see.  But God 
loves a wonderful character 
more than anything else.  He 
wants us to be humble and 
pure.
 Studying nature will help 
us learn precious lessons 
of trust and obedience. The 
stars travel the same path in 
space year after year.  The 
largest things of nature and 
the smallest obey God.  
 God cares for everything 
He created.  God keeps the 
many, many worlds in the 
large universe.  But He also 
cares for the little brown 
sparrow that humbly sings 
without fear.
 Our heavenly Father 
watches and cares for us 
with love.  He sees us when 
we go to work, when we 
pray, when we are sleeping 
at night, and when we wake 
up in the morning. God 
sees the rich person who 
has more food than he [rich 

person] needs, and the poor 
person who has only a little 
food.  God sees all the tears 
and all the smiles.
 If we fully believe God 
cares, we will stop worrying.  
We will leave everything 
to God, who knows how to 
solve all our problems.  Then 
we will have peace that 
many people do not have.
 Think about and enjoy 
the beauty of earth.  Think 
about the world after Jesus 
comes, when sin will be gone 
forever. Then the curse will 
be gone, everything will be 
beautiful, and nothing will 
die.  Think about heaven.  
Heaven will be more glorious 
than we can imagine.
 God’s beautiful gifts 
in nature are just a little 
example of God’s glory in 
heaven. The Bible says, 
“What [things] no one ever 
saw or heard, what [things] 
no one ever thought could 
happen, is the very thing 
God prepared for those 
[people] who love Him”             
(1 Corinthians 2:9).
 Poets and people who 
study nature say many 
things about nature.  But 
the Christian enjoys the 
beauty of nature the most.  
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The Christian sees God’s 
creation and love in every 
flower and tree.  People who 
see God’s love in creation 
realize the importance of hills 
and valleys and rivers and 
seas.
 God speaks to us through 
His guidance and through 
the influence of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives. We may 
learn important lessons from 
God if we will think about 
the things that happen in our 
daily lives.  David thought 
about the wonderful way God 
cares for the world.  
 David wrote, “The earth 
is full of the goodness of the 
Lord” (Psalm 33:5, KJV).  
“Whoever [people] is wise 
will observe [notice] these 
things, and they [people] 
will understand the loving 
kindness of the Lord”  
(Psalm 107:43, NKJV).  God 
speaks to us in His Word, 
the Bible.  The Bible tells us 
more about God’s character 
than nature tells us. The 
Bible tells how God works 
with people, and about the 
plan of salvation.  The Bible 
tells us stories of prophets 
and other holy people who 
lived years ago.  They were 
“the same kind of person[s] 

as we are” (James 5:17). 
They became discouraged 
the same as we become 
discouraged.  They also 
sinned. But they overcame 
their sins through the grace 
of God.  The stories of these 
people give us courage 
as we try to overcome sin. 
We read of the wonderful 
experiences God gave them.   
We learn that  they enjoyed 
knowing God, and that they 
did a great work through 
His grace. The Holy Spirit 
encourages us to follow their 
example and be faithful to 
God.
 Jesus was talking about 
the Old Testament when He 
said, “ ‘These very Scriptures 
speak about Me’ ” (John 
5:39).  The New Testament 
also tells about Jesus.  The 
whole Bible tells about 
Jesus.  The Bible says Jesus 
created all things, “Not one 
thing in all creation was 
made without Him” (John 
1:3). 
 The Bible also says 
Jesus promised to come 
back to earth. “ ‘I [Jesus] am 
coming soon!’ ” (Revelation 
22:12).  When we read the 
Bible, we are reading about 
Jesus’ work and listening 
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to His voice.  If you want to 
know Jesus, study the Bible.
 We must fill our minds 
with the words of God.  The 
Bible is compared to springs 
of living water for a thirsty 
person. The Bible represents 
living bread from heaven.  
Jesus said, “ ‘If you do not 
eat the flesh of the Son of 
Man [Jesus] and drink His 
blood, you will not have life 
in yourselves.’ ” Then Jesus 
explained the meaning of His 
words: “ ‘The words I have 
spoken to you bring God’s 
life-giving [Holy] Spirit’ ” 
(John 6:53, 63).
 Our bodies grow and 
receive strength from the 
things we eat and drink.  
Our spiritual life grows 
and receives strength 
from reading the Bible and 
thinking about the Bible’s 
inspiring messages.
 Heavenly angels love to 
study the plan of salvation.  
Saved people in heaven will 
study the story of salvation 
forever.  They will sing the 
song of salvation.  People 
should carefully study the 
story of salvation now.  
Jesus’ mercy, love, and 
sacrifice are important to 
study.  We should think often 

about Jesus’ character.  We 
should think about Jesus’ 
work as our priest in heaven 
to save His people from sin.
 As we think about 
spiritual themes, our faith 
and love will become 
stronger.  Then our prayers 
will be more and more 
acceptable to God.  Then our 
prayers will have more faith 
and love.  Our prayers will be 
intelligent and more effective.  
We will trust Jesus fully and 
will experience His power to 
save us from our sins.  
 When we think about 
our perfect Saviour, we will 
desire to be changed and 
have Jesus’ pure character.  
The more we think about 
Jesus, the more we will tell 
other people about Him.  
People will see Jesus in us.
 The Bible was written for 
all people—people who are 
educated and people with no         
education.  The truths 
needed for salvation are 
written so clearly everyone 
can understand the truths.  
Any person who does the will 
of God and not his own will, 
will be saved.  
 We must study the Bible 
ourselves.  We should not 
let other people tell us what 
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the Bible means.  If we 
allow other people to do our 
thinking, our minds will lose 
the ability to understand the 
deep meaning of the Bible.  
 The mind will grow 
stronger if we study the 
Bible.  We must study the 
Bible and compare one verse 
with another verse.  Then 
we will understand the Bible 
better.
 Studying the Bible 
strengthens the intellect.  No 
other book is so powerful 
to help us think of spiritual 
things, and to give energy to 
the mind.  If people studied 
the Bible properly, they 
would have well-balanced 
minds, better characters, 
and a purpose for living.  
Very few people have these 
qualities.
 Reading the Bible quickly 
does not benefit a person 
very much.  A person can 
read every word in the Bible 
and not understand the 
deep, hidden meanings.  
Carefully study one verse 
at a time.  Study the same 
verse until you understand 
the relation to the plan 
of salvation. Keep your 
Bible with you.  As you 
have a chance, read the 

Bible.  Try to remember the 
verses.  Read a verse and 
think about the verse while 
walking from place to place.  
Thinking about the verse 
will help you remember the 
verse.
 To have wisdom, we must 
carefully study the Bible and 
pray.  Some parts of the 
Bible are so clear that all 
people can understand the 
meaning.  But other parts of 
the Bible must be studied 
very carefully.  Compare 
Bible verse with Bible verse.  
We must study carefully 
and ask God to help us 
understand.  Then God will 
bless our study.
 A miner searches for gold 
hidden deep in the ground.  
A person who carefully 
searches the Bible will be 
the same as a miner.  He will 
find and learn more about 
the great truths of the Bible.  
A person who does not study 
the Bible carefully will not 
learn the great truths.  God’s 
words are compared to 
streams of water flowing into 
our minds from the fountain 
of life.
 We should always pray 
before we study the Bible.  
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide 
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your study, then open the 
Bible.  The Holy Spirit will 
guide. 
 The disciple Nathanael 
came to Jesus. Jesus said, 
“ ‘Here is a real  Israelite; 
there is nothing false in 
him!’  Nathanael asked Him 
[Jesus], ‘How do you know 
me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw 
you when you were under 
the fig tree before Philip 
called  you’ ” (John 1:47, 48).
 Jesus sees and hears 
us when we pray and ask 
for help to understand truth.  
Angels from heaven will 
help us when we ask God to 
guide our thoughts.
 The Holy Spirit honors 
Jesus.  The Holy Spirit helps 

us know Jesus’ greatness. 
The Holy Spirit shows us 
Jesus’ pure righteousness 
and how Jesus saves us. 
Jesus said, “ ‘He [Holy Spirit] 
will take what I say and tell it 
to you’ ” (John 16:14).  The 
Holy Spirit is the teacher who 
can best help us understand 
God’s truth.  
 Think how much God 
loves us!  God gave His Son, 
Jesus, to die for us.  Then 
God sent His Holy Spirit to 
teach us and guide us.
Ellen G. White was a well-known 
religious writer and speaker on 
three continents. This article 
is from “Steps to Christ, Easy 
Reading Edition.”  “Steps to Christ” 
is the most popular and widely 
read book. 
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What Is Virtue?
By Francisca Trexler

 According to Merriam-
Webster Dictionary “virtue” 
means 1. moral behavior or 
character, 2.  good and moral 
quality, 3. good result that 
comes from something good 
and pure. Virtue also means 
good character by knowing and 
following the principles of the 
Bible, the Ten Commandments. 
The Ten Commandments 
contain principles for us to 
live and follow the simple 
way of life. Again, the Ten 
Commandments have the 
virtue for our characters to 
do the right thing and cherish 
honesty and truth.  A person will 
know which is right and wrong 
in human behavior (action) 
when the person has a good 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Jesus Christ has virtue in His 
own life so He is our best and 
wonderful example.
 Here are a few good 

examples of the famous 
people who have virtue such 
as Abraham Lincoln, Florence 
Nightingale and David 
Livingstone.
 Abraham Lincoln would 
not do such a thing as being 
dishonest. For example, he 
worked in a store. One lady 
gave him too much money to 
purchase something. Later 
in the evening before the 
closing of the business day 
Abraham found that the lady 
gave him six cents extra. 
Immediately, Abraham walked 
two miles to return the extra 
money to the lady. The lady 
was impressed his honesty. 
So Abraham Lincoln had the 
virtue of honesty. There are 
many other stories about his 
honesty. Actually, Abraham read 
the Bible that had a powerful 
influence on him. 
 Florence Nightingale 
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worked hard as a great nurse. 
She was known as “The Lady 
with the Lamp” because she 
checked around the wounded 
soldiers at night. Florence 
always believed that God 
had called her to serve other 
people. Her virtue was to help 
and serve other people when 
they needed her help. Her 
mother and sister were against 
the idea of Florence working 
as a nurse. She refused to 
agree with her mother and 
sister to live in a comfortable 
and wealthy life. Florence had 
a boyfriend, but she thought 
that the marriage would prevent 
her ability to follow her calling 
in a nurse position. Back in the 
history in Europe, there were 
4,077 soldiers who died from 
diseases due to poor sanitary 
(lack of cleanliness) rules. 
When Florence went to the war 
as a nurse the diseases were 
wiped out due to cleanliness 
and improved ventilation. The 
numbers of death suddenly 
dropped. Her virtue was that 
she thought of the needs of the 
wounded soldiers by practicing 
clean sanitary rules and 
offering right nutrition to help 
the soldiers. People honored 
her for her work in establishing 
a nursing school. Everyone 
loved her for her strong stand 
for doing right thing for other 
people. 
 David Livingstone was 

greatly influenced by a 
missionary, Robert Moffat. 
David was inspired to go to 
China as a missionary, but 
things turned out bad due to 
war there. Then he had the 
motivation to go to Africa. 
Yes, he had experienced the 
opposition from his family. 
David was kind and eager to 
share God’s Word with the 
people in Africa. Many Africans 
loved David so much for his 
kindness and helpfulness for 
many years. He died at the age 
of 60. David had a great virtue 
in his love for the people who 
knew no gospel in the great 
continent of Africa.
 Lastly, Jesus Christ wants 
us to have, at least, a virtue. 
Philippians 4:8: “Finally, 
brothers, whatever things 
are true, whatever things are 
honest, whatever things are 
just, whatever things are pure, 
whatever things are lovely, 
whatever things are of good 
report, if there is any virtue, 
and if there is any praise, think 
on these things.” 
2 Peter 1:5: “For this reason 
make every effort to add virtue 
to your faith; and to your virtue 
knowledge.” Jesus Christ is 
our Hope and Creator. We 
need Jesus Christ’s virtue to 
supplement our weak character 
and faith.
Francisca Trexler is a Deaf Bible 
Worker who lives in Lanham, MD.
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“He was treated badly and made to suffer. But he didn’t open his 
mouth. He was led away like a lamb to be killed. Sheep are silent 
while their wool is being cut off. In the same way, he didn’t open 
his mouth. He was arrested and sentenced to death. Then he was 
taken away. He was cut off from this life. He was punished for the 
sins of my people” (Isaiah 53:7, 8). 
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