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“Christ didn’t have any sin. But God made him become 
sin for us. So we can be made right with God because of 

what Christ has done for us.” 2 Corinthians 5:21
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Born to Die
By Marvin Moore

Nancy Hanks Lincoln 
gave birth to a baby boy 
on February 12, 1809. 
She named him Abraham, 
after his grandfather. He 
was born on a bed of poles 
covered with corn husks 
in the family’s cabin near 
Hodgenville, Kentucky. 
Suppose we could have 
told Nancy Lincoln that her 

son would one day become 
president of the United 
States of America. What do 
you think she would have 
said? “No way!”

I wonder if it ever 
happened to President 
Obama’s mother Ann 
Soetoro that she was looking 
into the face of a future 
president of the United 
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States. I doubt it!
But, when Mary smiled 

into the face of Baby Jesus, 
she had a hint of who 
her Son would be. The 
angel who announced her 
pregnancy told Mary that He 
would be “ ‘great and [would] 
be called the Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give 
him the throne of his father 
David, and he will reign 
over the house of Jacob 
forever; his kingdom will 
never end’ ” (Luke 1:32, 33, 
NIV). But, Mary did not really 
understand who her Son 
would be, what He would 
become.

A battle had been raging 
for several thousand years 
before Jesus’ birth. It was not 
a battle of bows and arrows, 
shields and swords. It was 
not about the conquest of 
this city or the downfall of 
that nation. It was about 
this world. The devil said 
this very clearly in one of 
his temptations to Jesus. 
He showed Jesus “all the 
kingdoms of the world” and 
then said, “ ‘All this I will give 
you . . . if you will bow down 
and worship me’ ” (Matthew 
4:8, 9, NIV). 

Many hundreds of years 

before the birth of Jesus, 
Daniel had recorded two 
prophetic visions. The 
first was given to King 
Nebuchadnezzar. This 
vision was about a giant 
image whose different parts 
represented succeeding 
empires: Babylon, Media-
Persia, Greece, and Rome 
(see Daniel 2:31-33). A great 
stone struck this image on 
its feet and crushed it to 
powder, and then the stone 
became a great mountain 
that filled the whole earth. 
This action showed the fact 
that the God of heaven will 
one day set up a kingdom 
that will remove all earthly 
kingdoms, and “ ‘it will . . . 
endure forever’ ” (verses 33-
44, NIV).

Many years later, God 
gave Daniel a similar vision. 
In it he saw four great beasts 
coming out of the sea. Each 
beast represented the same 
four kingdoms shown in the 
vision of the image. In a final 
judgment scene, Daniel saw 
“ ‘one like a son of man’ ” 
who was given “ ‘everlasting 
dominion’ ” over a kingdom “ 
‘that will never be destroyed’ 
” (Daniel 7:13-15, NIV).

So when the angel told 
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Mary that her Son’s kingdom 
“will never end,” he was 
informing her that Jesus 
would be King over the 
global kingdom that Daniel 
had prophesied. This is the 
eternal kingdom that God will 
establish to rule the whole 
world when Christ returns. 
So there we have it: this 
Baby in Mary’s arms was 
planned to become King of 
the world! It was enough to 
make every other mother 
jealous. 

But, before Jesus could 
rule the whole world, He had 
to suffer eternal death for the 
whole world (1 John 2:2). 
Before he could become 
a King, He had to become 
a Servant. And that is 
something we humans have 
a hard time understanding. 
For you see, Jesus’ primary 
mission two thousand years 
ago was not to be a king. It 
was to save the world from 
its sins—and even more 
important—from its complete 
doom of eternal death. 

Satan claimed the whole 
world as his own. The entire 
human race tended to follow 
his way of thinking and 
feeling. Almost everyone 
wanted it that way. Satan 

was not interested in losing 
that important advantage.

That is why Jesus came 
to our earth to change. The 
whole purpose of His birth 
in a manger was to change 
human hearts one by one, 
to switch their loyalty from 
Satan’s kingdom to His own. 
And in God’s plan, the only 
way He could succeed that 
was to die to give you and 
me the opportunity to be a 
part of His eternal kingdom. 

Have you ever cut your 
hand with a knife? So it 
hurt, didn’t it? Would you 
ever plan to cut yourself like 
that? Very few people would. 
Jesus went to the cross 
when He knew that He would 
suffer much pain! He was 
willing to let the soldiers drive 
the nails through His hands 
and feet and even asked 
God to forgive them (see 
Luke 23:34). 

Why did He do this? 
Because He loves us. The 
Bible says, “ ‘God so loved 
the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal 
life’ ” (John 3:16, NIV). And 
Jesus’ love for us is just as 
great as His Father’s.
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Jesus who created the 
millions of galaxies and the 
billions of suns and planets 
(Colossians 1:16) looked 
down to our world and 
said, “Human beings got 
themselves into that mess of 
evil, but I love them. I will do 
what it takes to save them.” 
That is why He went to the 
cross fully aware of exactly 
what would happen. 

But, the sin that Jesus 
came to save us from is not 
just some theory written 
down on the pages of some 
book of theology. It is a 
condition of the mind and 
heart, and this condition has 
affected every human being 
on planet Earth. That sin has 
affected you and me. And the 
problem with this is that we 
like it! We enjoy the wrong 
things we do, or we would 
not do them. 

Good news! God has a 
plan to solve the problem. It 
begins with His forgiveness 
for the wrong things we have 
done. In His mind, once He 
has forgiven us, it is as if we 
had never done those wrong 
things. Then Jesus touches 
our minds and hearts and 
changes us on the inside 
so that we begin to hate the 

things we once loved. Now, 
here is the point: Jesus died 
to make all this possible. His 
death gave Him the right to 
forgive us and change us on 
the inside, and His love for 
us made Him do it.

The angel told Mary that 
her Son would “reign over 
the house of Jacob forever,” 
and “his kingdom [would] 
never end.” You and I can 
be citizens of that eternal 
kingdom. All we need is 
telling Jesus now we are 
sorry for our sins, asking 
Him to forgive us, and letting 
Him change us on the inside 
so we no longer want to 
do wrong. We may still do 
wrong sometime, but He will 
forgive us for that and help 
us to keep growing into His 
way of life. 

So as you think on Jesus’ 
death, remember that He 
did it for you because He 
loves you and wants you as 
a citizen of His kingdom. He 
invites you to let Him forgive 
you and change you on the 
inside, qualifying you to be a 
part of His eternal kingdom. 
_______________________
Marvin Moore is the editor of Signs 
of the Times magazine. Adapted 
and printed with permission. 
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Why was it necessary for 
Jesus to die on the cross for 
us? Can God just forgive us 
without requiring Jesus (the 
sacrifice) to come here as 
a human being to suffer the 
penalty for us? We all are 
human and we can’t help 
sinning. Just forget about the 
penalty and move on. Does 

it make sense? The answer 
is no. For the Bible says, 
“The soul who sins shall die” 
(Ezekiel 18:20, NKJV). Adam 
and Eve rebelled against 
Creator God’s warning when 
they ate the forbidden fruit. 
God told them clearly that, 
“you must not eat the fruit 
of the tree of the knowledge 

The Sins and the Punishment
By David M. Trexler
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of good and evil. If you do, 
you can be sure that you will 
die” (Genesis 2:17). Disobey 
and Die or Obey and Live. 
Then why didn’t they die 
immediately after they ate 
the fruit as God warned 
them? Did God bluff them? 
No, they did actually lose the 
everlasting life at the moment 
of disobedience. They didn’t 
die as  punishment yet, but 
as a result. They did not 
live forever any more. They 
died of old age. If they didn’t 
disobey God they wouldn’t 
become old and die like 
we do now. So, how come 
they didn’t die immediately 
as God warned? Someone 
did “die” in advance. The 
Bible says that “the Lamb 
[Jesus] who was slain from 
the creation of the world” 
(Revelation 13:8, TNIV). 
By faith Adam and Eve and 
their descendants offered 
sacrifices that pointed toward 
the Cross. The Lamb “died” 
at the beginning of the 
world and then actually died 
eternally on the Cross. 

Now, if God changed His 
mind about his warning, then 
Satan who rebelled against 
God would claim the victory. 
He would have the right to 

keep the world where we 
live in now forever. All of 
the beings in the universe 
would question God’s 
character and laws of love. 
So, it looks like God was in a 
dilemma: follow through with 
His warning and they are 
punished with eternal death, 
or change His mind and save 
them. But in the Bible God 
says, “I am the Lord. I do 
not change” (Malachi 3:6). 
What God was trying to say 
is that He has never made 
a mistake and He has been 
always righteous and perfect 
in His ways. His character 
has always been the same 
as ever. The law of God 
(Ten Commandments) is the 
reflection of His character 
that never changed. So, 
breaking the law means 
death. “Everyone who sins 
breaks the law. In fact, 
breaking the law is sin” 
(1 John 3:4). So, Jesus 
who had never sinned 
volunteered to take our place 
in suffering eternal death 
(punishment) so that we 
can live. “Christ didn’t have 
any sin. But God made him 
become sin for us. So we 
can be made right with God 
because of what Christ has 
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done for us” (2 Corinthians 
5:21). That was why Adam 
and Eve, plus the future 
generations, were not 
punished with eternal death 
immediately. Jesus took our 
place. He was punished 
on the cross four thousand 
years after the fall of Adam 
and Eve. 

So, we see that God 
provided a substitute who 
died for us. Grace and 
justice were met at the 
same time. It was just for the 
sinners to be punished, but it 
was grace that God provided 
someone to be punished for 
us so we wouldn’t be lost 
forever. This proved that 
Satan was completely wrong 
about our merciful and just 
God who rules the universe. 
The whole universe can give 
glory to the Triune (Three-
in-One) God. The questions 
of doubt will be forever and 
completely settled in the 
minds of everyone in this 
universe. Praise the Lord! 
Here is a story from another 
writer of God’s great love in 
sending His Son to take our 
place in punishment for our 
sins. 

A poor man had been 
drafted for service in the 

Civil War. He had a wife and 
six children. His wife had 
been sick for some time. 
The children were neither 
old enough to care for their 
mother nor to look after 
the farm. This man had a 
neighbor who was also a 
very dear friend. These men 
had become greatly attached 
to each other. They often 
spent evenings together, and 
interchanged work.

The morning this man 
had to leave home, he was 
sitting at the table with his 
wife and children, talking 
about the future. There was 
much crying. The wife was 
so sad that she believed that 
her husband would never 
come back from the war. 

The man tried to cheer 
up his wife, and assured her 
that he would be back in a 
little while. “When I return,” 
he said, “you will be well, and 
we shall be happy for many 
years.”

While they were staying 
at the table their neighbor 
drove into the yard, 
unhitched his cow from 
behind the wagon, and 
opened the crates in which 
he had his chickens and 
pigs. He turned his oxen into 
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the pasture, came into the 
house, and said, “Well, John, 
when do you have to go 
down to the county seat?”

“I must be there at noon.”
Then the friend said, “Let 

me see the paper.”
When the friend got the 

paper and he looked at it a 
little. Then he put it into his 
pocket, and said: “John, I 
am going to take your name 
now. I am going over to the 
county seat myself, in your 
place. I shall register in the 
name of John Smith. I am 
going to be John Smith in 
the army. I have turned my 
cattle into your pasture, and 
put my pigs and chickens in 
with yours. If I never come 
back, you can have them all. 
I cannot see you separated 
from your family, leaving this 
sick wife and these helpless 
children, while I remain at 
home, and have neither 
wife nor children to care for 
whether I am living or dead.”

So that man went into the 
army. He registered as John 
Smith.  In other words he 
became John Smith. Every 
morning, he answered to the 
roll call when John Smith’s 
name was read. When he 
went to the battle, he was 
shot dead. This man gave 
his life as a substitute for 
John Smith. He died so that 
the real John Smith might 
escape death.

That is exactly what 
Jesus Christ has done for the 
poor sinner.--By I. H. Evans, 
Signs of the Times, April 3, 
1917.

My friends, Jesus took 
your names and died on the 
cross in your place. What a 
wonderful love of God! Let 
us obey this Substitute with 
joy in our hearts. Sins are 
no longer attractive to us as 
long as we think of Him who 
“took our names” and died 
eternally for us because of 
our sins. 
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Character
By Jeff Jordan

There was a boy whose 
parents were rich and 
famous. The parents used 
drugs and later divorced.  As 
the boy grew up, he never 
felt love. He was always 
getting into trouble and was 
sent to a military school 
for young boys.  When he 
was a teenager, he didn’t 
finish school and went out 
into the world on his own.  
He hitchhiked across the 
country and lived as a poor 
boy.  He did not have a good 
character (attitude). His life 
was a mess! 

The good news is that 
we will not be left here in 
this mess forever!  Jesus is 
coming back soon to take us 
home!  About 2,000 years 
ago before Jesus died on 
the cross to save us, He told 
His disciples that “I go [to 
heaven] and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again 
and receive you to Myself; 
that where I am, there you 
may be also” (John 14:3, 
NKJV).  Isn’t the news great?  
I think it is because heaven 
is where I want to go!  I do 

not want to live on this sinful 
earth.  I want to be with 
Jesus and have eternal life.  
I want to live forever, don’t 
you?

You may wonder, “How 
can I have the assurance of 
eternal life?”  The Bible has 
the answer to your question.  
1 John 5:11 and 12 says, 
“Here is God’s witness.  He 
has given us eternal life.  
That life is found in his Son.  
Those who belong to the 
Son have life.  Those who do 
not belong to the Son of God 
do not have life.”  So, if a 
person accepts Jesus as his 
or her Savior, God gives that 
person eternal life!  However, 
if a person does not accept 
Jesus he or she will not have 
eternal life and miss heaven.

Accepting Jesus into your 
heart is easy.  It is a free gift.  
Salvation is free.  Jesus died 
to save you and me.  Would 
you like to accept Him and 
let Him live in your heart 
now?

When we invite Jesus 
into our hearts, we become 
more and more like Him in 
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character.  As we study the 
life and teachings of Jesus, 
we want to be like Him 
because we are His disciples 
and He lives in us.  Jesus 
changes us.  We find true 
peace, happiness, and joy.

The Bible talks about 
character development.  
Jesus compares our 
character as fruit in His 
parables (stories).  For 
example, in the parable of 
the vine and the branches, 
Jesus says, “I am the vine.  
You are the branches.  If you 
remain joined to me, and I 
to you, you will bear a lot of 
fruit.  You can’t do anything 
without me” (John 15:5).  We 
are like the branches and 
branches must connect with 
the vine so the fruit can grow 
on them.  However, if the 
branches are not connected 
with the vine, fruit can’t grow 
on them because they are 
cut off from the vine!  In 
other words, we must live 
with Jesus daily and be 
connected with Him, and as 
a result, we develop good 
character (fruit).

And people will know 
we are His disciples by our 
fruit.  What we do, say, and 
think reflect God’s character.  

People would often say, “I 
see Jesus in you.”  They 
didn’t mean they actually 
saw Jesus.  What they 
meant was the way I acted 
was the same way Jesus 
would act.  They saw God’s 
fruit (character).

All through Jesus’ life on 
this earth He had a good 
character.  Because of His 
total dependence on His 
Father in heaven, He was 
obedient to His heavenly 
Father, and to his earthly 
parents Joseph and Mary.  
He had great love for the 
people around Him.  He 
showed sympathy to those 
who were hurting and 
suffering.  He was concerned 
about the sinners who 
needed His saving grace.  
These same characters are 
what His disciples (you and 
me) need to have.

Let us look at the fruits 
of the Spirit in Galatians 
5:22, 23.  “But the fruit the 
Holy Spirit produces is love, 
joy and peace.  It is being 
patient, kind, and good.  It is 
being faithful and gentle and 
having control of oneself.”  
Do you want to have these 
fruits?  How do we develop 
them?  By having God 
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living in us and changing us 
through the Holy Spirit!  Let’s 
get rid of our bad characters 
such as hatred, jealousy, 
impatience, meanness, 
unfaithfulness, unkindness, 
no self-control, and replace 
them with the good ones.

The two brothers named 
James and John were well 
known as “sons of thunder” 
because they had terrible 
characters.  But when they 
met Jesus and spent a few 
years with Him, the brothers 
changed completely from 
“bad” to good!  John was 
now called, “the beloved 
disciple”!  God can change 
you!  Maybe you have a bad 
habit of saying swearing 
words?  Maybe dirty jokes?  
Hurting people?  Jealousy?  
Lying?  Whatever your “bad” 
characters are, God can 
change you!  Just surrender 
yourself and let Him change 
you.

Remember the 
introduction about the young 
boy with bad character? After 
wandering for a while He 
hiked up in the mountains 
in Southern California and 
decided to live in a cave.  
Inside the cave, he found 
a Bible.  Because he had 

nothing much to do, he 
started reading the Bible.  
He read about Jesus and 
His great love for sinners, 
like himself, and that Jesus 
died to save them.  He was 
touched and decided to 
accept Jesus into his heart.  
What happened next was 
that he was considerate of 
others and wanted to help 
people find Jesus.  The 
Holy Spirit changed him and 
as he studied the Bible his 
character became like Jesus’ 
character!  A few years later, 
he became a pastor!  As of 
today, he is a well-known 
Christian evangelist working 
for Amazing Facts!  His 
name is Doug Batchelor!

The Holy Spirit can 
change you if you allow 
Him to!  When Jesus comes 
back, will He find His fruit in 
you?  Will He recognize you 
by having His character?  My 
friend, this is not a “one-time” 
change when you accept 
Jesus.  We must continue to 
grow daily in Christ.  Will you 
join me in having a stronger 
relationship with Jesus?  
________________________
Jeff Jordan is a Deaf pastor who 
resides in Cleveland, TN.
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Linda
By her dad, Arthur W. Griffith

She was our love child 
who was born on Valentine’s 
Day, 1949.  She loved 
everybody and everything—
except sound—because she 
was deaf.  One day I spied 
her astride our family cow’s 
neck, lovingly stroking it and 
gazing into the big eye of 
the animal, lying down and 
placidly chewing her cud.  
When I came home from 
work, she would run to me, 
hug my leg and sign “I love 
you, Daddy.”  One time when 
she was told her uncle had 
gone fishing, she said she 
wanted to catch a fish.  I 
asked “What for?  You want 
to eat fish?”  A horrified look 
came on her face as she 
signed: “No! Pet and put in 
water.”

She loved Sabbath 
School and her teacher, 
though it was not much she 
learned that way.  We taught 
her.  On the last Sabbath of 
her short life, we passed a 
graveyard where a man was 
kneeling at the fresh mound 
of a loved one.  Linda said 
“Soon Jesus come, wake the 
people.”  The next morning 

we lost her, struck down by a 
speeding car as she crossed 
the road.  He was a good 
man, in a hurry to get to his 
Sunday church.  The black 
tire marks were 85 feet. 

The evening before it 
happened our local church 
school teacher had come to 
visit us, with the sad news 
that she would not be able to 
teach Linda as planned.  The 
school board had said that 
if she took a deaf child, she 
must also accept a certain 
other child who was sick and 
mentally retarded.  So to 
avoid a conflict she simply 
took a job at a different 
school.  Unaware, Linda 
wrote in neat block letters on 
her blackboard “I love you” to 
the teacher she would never 
have.  That night we debated 
what to do.  It seemed that 
under the law, we had no 
choice but to send her to the 
State School for Deaf.  The 
decision was made.  Did 
God in His mercy let her die 
to save her for His kingdom, 
and steer me out of machine 
shops into His work?  It 
would seem so, for that is the 
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way it turned out.
I never forgot the funeral 

sermon preached by Elder 
Joseph Appigian who at the 
time was our church pastor.  
He told of the Armenian 
death march from Turkey 
in 1917 when he was a 
little boy.  His father owned 
a bakery.  The Turks took 
advantage of the war to get 
rid of the Armenians.  As 
his parents were herded 
with others, a soldier took a 
swing at his neck that could 
have cut his head off, but 
his angel saved him.  The 
sharp sword left a long scar.  
One day during the death 
march, his father did what 
seemed a strange thing.  
He buried Joseph and his 
sister in the sand, leaving 
out only their faces, which 
were hidden.  They were 
told to lie very still.  Later 
that day the soldiers made 
all the children lie down and 
then pranced their horses 
on them and killed them 
all.  That was enough.  His 
parents knew now that they 
could not keep the children.  
To save their lives, They 
sold them to kindly Arabs 
for food.  Miraculously, his 
parents survived and after 

the war the Red Cross found 
the children and brought 
them back to their parents.  
The Arab who took Joseph 
into his home taught him 
to help care for the sheep.  
One day Joseph was trying 
to help make the sheep go 
into the sheepfold but they 
went every which way.  In 
frustration, he sat down and 
cried.  The Arab said “Do 
not cry, little one.”  Quickly 
he scooped up a lamb 
and walked slowly into the 
sheepfold.  The mother 
sheep followed, and the 
other sheep followed the 
mother.  Joseph closed the 
gate.

In closing, Elder Appigian 
said “Sometimes God takes 
a child and the parents 
follow and others follow the 
parents, and so God gathers 
in many others.”  Looking 
back over the years, I see 
that this is exactly how it 
turned out.  He who knows 
the end from the beginning 
steered events to accomplish 
His divine purpose.   
________________________
Arthur W. Griffith is a retired Deaf 
pastor who resides in Manteca, 
CA.
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Retirement and Your Health
By Alberta Blake

Today, I was walking in 
the lovely sunshine.  The 
road was still muddy from 
the recent snow storms so I 
walked along the train tracks.  
The birds were flying around.  
Some horses were eating 
grass in a field near by.  It 
was peaceful and relaxing.  
It was nice to be able to still 
walk and not have to use a 
cane or be in a wheelchair to 
get around. 

How old are you?  What 
is your health like?  Do 
you suffer from Diabetes?  
Do you suffer from heart 

problems?  Do you have 
cancer?  Do you have 
Irritable Bowel Syndrome 
(IBS) or other auto-immune 
diseases?  

When we are young we 
don’t think too much about 
what our health will be like 
when we get to retirement 
age.  We may have some 
wrong habits and eat a diet 
of food that may weaken 
our immune system.  We 
are not really that worried 
about our future life.  BUT 
when we do get to what is 
supposed to be a magical 
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age when we retire, instead 
of experiencing good health 
we may have broken health.  

Some people work very 
hard during their working 
career.  They look forward 
to the retirement years 
when they can slow down 
and really begin to enjoy 
life.  Not all families have the 
same experiences but many 
work hard for many years.  
Then as they come to the 
retirement years they begin 
to slow down and along with 
the slowing down begins the 
breaking down of their health 
as well. 

A baby is born into this 
world with a genetic make-
up.  The genes will tell 
something about our future 
life.  Of course this depends 
on what we do, how and 
where we live, what kind 
of diseases our parents 
suffered from, what kind of 
diet we eat, how active or 
inactive we are.

In youth and young 
adulthood people continue 
to determine their future 
retirement years by the 
choices they make.  There 
are many factors that help 
us to have good health after 
retirement.  Some of these 

could be:
–A good diet.
–Start the day with a good
breakfast.
–Have a lighter evening
meal.
–Exercise daily or 5 times
a week.
–Have a good rest at night.
–Have a regular bed
time and get up time in the
morning.
–Do family activities or
have personal hobbies.
–Go to church each week.
–Commune daily with God
in prayer and study.
–Have a good family
relationship.
–Have many or a few
friends and keep up the
friendships.
–Take time to relax and
enjoy life–have mini
holidays if you can’t afford
major ones.
–Be content with life as it
comes each day.
–Learn to laugh at yourself
and with others.

Stay tuned for more 
thoughts on health and 
retirement in future issues.  
________________________
Alberta Blake is a writer who is 
interested in health and resides in 
Clive, Alberta, Canada. 
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Vegetarian Recipes

2 boxes of Mori-Nu Tofu, firm
2 green onions, chopped (optional)
2 Tablespoons Nutritional yeast flakes
2 teaspoons turmeric
1 garlic clove, minced
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1 celery stalk, chopped
2 Tablespoons dill weed
1/2 teaspoon prepared mustard
Paprika to taste
Salt to taste
2 Tablespoons relish (optional)

Mix all ingredients in a bowl. Chill. Ready to serve as 
sandwich spread. Or on the wheat crackers with the 
thinly radish on the top of it.

Eggless Sandwiches
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“Christ didn’t have any sin. But God made him become 
sin for us. So we can be made right with God because of 

what Christ has done for us.” 2 Corinthians 5:21
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